Appeal by Quaker Council for European Affairs (QCEA)

Dear Friends
We are asking you to support the Quaker Council for European Affairs (QCEA) in promoting the Quaker voice in Europe. We explain it all in detail below, but the summary version is: we believe that QCEA is doing valuable work in Europe on behalf of Friends, and need your money to help us continue. 
Since 1979, QCEA has been promoting Quaker concerns around peace and human rights to European institutions. We work on behalf of Quakers across Europe, raising issues of concern to Friends with the European Union, Council of Europe, NATO and other pan-European bodies. 
Over the last two years we have overhauled how we work and are now using ‘quiet diplomacy’ as a major tool in our advocacy. Bringing together people in the relaxed and confidential surroundings of Quaker House in Brussels, we provide a space where diplomats, officials and civil society can speak freely and openly. We have been astonished at how successful this has been – we had thought that it may take years to establish our reputation in this area, but in fact over twenty such meetings have taken place in the past year and others are now asking us to host meetings on their behalf. This is clearly something that there was a need for in the European institutions and only Quakers are providing it. 
Given our limited funds and the need to focus the use of our resources effectively, QCEA has decided to concentrate on promoting peace and human rights, two areas where there have been worrying trends in recent years. Our two-person peace programme has just published a major study showing how all parts of the EU can be involved in practical ways of building peace after conflict, and is pushing to ensure that peaceful ‘soft power’ remains at the heart of EU foreign affairs. Our human rights programme is focusing on the treatment of migrants and refugees, the biggest human rights issue in Europe today. They have carried out one of the first studies of child immigration detention in Europe and – together with a group of Quaker psychotherapists – have developed a programme of trauma therapy for people working with refugees in Calais and elsewhere. 
Some Friends have asked how Brexit will affect us. Let us be clear: QCEA will continue its work unchanged following Brexit. The EU is still an important actor in international affairs and our role as Friends is to speak truth to power, wherever that power lies. There are many Friends across Europe who will remain EU citizens; and the UK will remain a member of other European bodies like the Council of Europe (responsible for the European Convention on Human Rights), as well as NATO, which is headquartered in Brussels. We also believe that QCEA can be a means for British Quakers to maintain a connection with and influence on the EU after Brexit. 
We feel that we are achieving our goals, but can only continue to work at this pace and effectiveness if we have more money coming in. We made a conscious decision only to work on things where we had enough time and people to be effective, and chose to use our reserves to show what we can do if well-resourced. However, we will exhaust our funds in three years if no more money comes in, which is why we are writing to Meetings asking for your support. 
We realise that many Meetings have already made funding decisions about 2018, but if you have not, or if you make additional grants or collections during the year, we would be grateful if you could consider QCEA. Giving this year is particularly appreciated because the first £12,700 (€14,300) of donations will be doubled thanks to the generosity of one of our supporters. This Quaker work has continued uninterrupted for almost 40 years, and we look forward to continuing at this time when a Quaker voice in the European institutions is sorely needed. 
Thank you, Friends. 

Oliver Robertson
Clerk, QCEA

PS. To pay by cheque, make it payable to ‘QCEA British Committee’ and send it to their treasurer, Simon Bond, at: 1 Lynton Green, Maidenhead, SL6 6AN. Please provide an email address (if available) for acknowledgement.  For bank transfers, the account details are: sort code 40-52-40 (CAF Bank), account 00004748 (QCEA British Committee – please quote the name in the reference). If you want to make a payment in other ways, contact Simon telling him the amount and method of payment. He can then advise on details. He can be contacted by phone on 01628 631 216 or email simon@armitage.biz. 

PPS. If you want more information about QCEA or about European affairs, then Quakers for Europe, the British support group for QCEA, is offering talks, workshops and facilitated discussions for Meetings. If you are interested, contact their clerk Lina Jordan on linajordan24@gmail.com. 

